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and solicitous revolutionaries one might wish to meet,
It was not until August 1st, some time after the news
had come through from western Spain, that The Times
changed its tone. 'The anti-fascist revolution in Barce-
lona and Catalonia has become a reign of terror/
From then onwards, as between undisciplined Falan-
gists, and undisciplined anti-Fascist units, it is easy
enough for each side to match a Roland with an Oliver,
but their amateur methods of chasing and bullying
their opponents were never as effective as the systematic
efforts of the regular troops.

In those early days General Franco, alone in Spain,
had under his command a large force used to discipline.
He could *count upon the whole of the Foreign Legion
and the Moorish troops, about 55,000 in all. He took
over the bulk of the regular Spanish army, and about
a third of the Air Force.

The great offence of General Franco is the orders
which he gave to his disciplined troops, and it was
the studied *frightfillness' of troops, armed sufficiently
well to carry out their mass murders effectively, that
was chiefly responsible for the undying horror of these
early days. If, of course, the view is taken that one
priest is worth innumerable laymen of socialist or
'Marxist* views, that one member of the property-
owning classes out-balances an indefinite number of
ploughmen and artisans, then the 'terror* was worst
on the Government side. But the mass executions, the
casual slaughtering with machine-guns carried on
without distinction of sex, these were done by the
disciplined and armed troops, and under a definite
policy of terrorizing the civil population.

General Franco's orders were issued to the higher
ranks of officers in his army.   More than one copy